Lowell Lawrence “L.L. Red” Males was born on October 5, 1906 in Doxey,
Oklahoma Territory. He was the son of pioneer parents and grew up herding
cattle on the family farm near Rankin. In 1924, Males was offered room, board
and a job as the janitor of the First Bank of Strong City while attending high
school. This began a distinguished career that saw Males become the President of
the bank in 1929. When the Cheyenne bank failed in 1935, the First Bank of
Strong City was moved to Cheyenne and renamed Security State Bank with Males
at the helm.

After years of dust bowl soil erosion and the deadly Hammon flood of 1934,
Males began the conservation movement in western Oklahoma, helping form the
Upper Washita Conservation District (UWCD) in 1938. The bank purchased
terracing equipment and encouraged farmers to use the equipment to build
terraces on their land. In 1941, Males served as supervisor of the UWCD. After
serving in the Armed Forces during World War Il, he reclaimed his position and
was elected Chairman of the UWCD in 1946. Under Males’ leadership and
activism, Congress approved construction of the Sandstone Creek Project. In
1953, the world’s first upstream flood prevention project was completed,
providing 68,770 acres of drainage control. Thousands of visitors from countries
across the globe came to Roger Mills County to view the conservation efforts
being completed.

Males served as President of the Oklahoma Bankers Association in 1951 as well as
serving on the National Banker’s Association Board. In 1955, Males met with
President Eisenhower to express the people’s appreciation, show aerial views of
erosion that were now cured as well as those areas still needing flood prevention.
In 1957, he became a charter member of the Oklahoma Water Resources Board, a
position he held until 1985 and he established the Oklahoma 4-H Hall of Fame. In
1958, Males began to travel the nation educating people about the Sandstone
Project, a practice he continued until 1984. In 1959, one of Males’ greatest honors
was being named the National Watershed Man of the Year.

In the 1960’s and 1970’s, Males began pushing for improved grassland agriculture
and to encourage the state’s youth to take up the reins of conservation of which
he continued to act in an advisory capacity. He was joyful at the completion of the
first Roger Mills Soil Survey and was implemental in the Upper Washita



Conservation District Youth Range Camp. In 1965, President Lyndon B. Johnson
appointed Males to the National Food and Fiber Commission and he served on
the Advisory Board to the Secretary of Agriculture Soil and Water Committee.
Males was also a distinguished honoree of the Western Oklahoma Hall of Fame.

On July 7, 1984 Governor George Nigh proclaimed “Red” Males Day across the
state. Red and Lorena Males were honored in their home town of Cheyenne with
the dedication of L.L. Males Avenue. At the time, Males was still serving on the
Upper Washita Conservation District, Oklahoma Water Resources Board, pushing
for continued conservation and President/CEO of Security State Bank.

In January 1990, Males retired as the President/CEO of Security State Bank and
became Vice-Chairman of the Board after dedicating 66 years in banking. L.L.
Males passed away March 30, 1990 at the age of 83.




















































































